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The cultivation of tea and coffee has also made
great strides. There are under tea 536,000 acres,
upon which upwards of half a million labourers are
employed, and the produce of which is not less
than 230,000,000 Ibs. per year, valued at nearly
^7,000,000 sterling. India has become the chief
tea-producer of the world, and further recognition
than has yet been accorded is due to the planter, as
a pioneer of a great industry, a generous employer
of labour, and a valued "auxiliary of his fellow-
countryman, the British administrator.

Reference has been made in previous chapters to
the condition of the people and the state of agricul-
ture ; but in view of the fact that the Bengali agita-
tors assert that the people of their own, are more
prosperous than those of any other, province, it may
be worth while to remark that while in the Punjab,
United Provinces, Bombay, Madras, Burma, and
Assam, profits on agriculture are chiefly reaped by
a prosperous peasantry, who cultivate the land for
themselves, it is in Bengal and, it is true, some
parts of the United Provinces, that most of the
profits of agriculture are collected by the landlord.
Indeed in Bengal pressure of population and com-0
petition for land have forced up rents, so as to
leave only a bare margin of subsistence for the
tenant of a small holding.

But how different the condition of even the
agriculturists of Bengal from that of cultivators in